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Account of the Earthquake felt in various Parts of Eng- 
land, November 18, 17953 with fome Obfervations 


dicreon. 
By Epwarp Wuiraker Gray, ALD. F.R.S. 
[ Read before the Royal Society, May 12, 1796.] 
(Continued from Page 56.) 


« FOR thefe reafons; I was fully perfuaded that this luminous 
appearance was occafioned by eleétric light, with which 
I concluded the cloud to be highly charged. We went down 
ftairs to dine, and returned again to this room about eight 
o’clock, to pafs the evening ; I then looked again at the fky ; 
every extraordinary appearance had now vanifhed, the night 
was dark and gloomy, the air quite calm and mild, At be- 
tween twenty and twenty-five minutes after eleven o’clock, 
we were all extrernely furprifed and alarmed at a fudden blaft, 
(fo I fhould term it, rather than explofion, becaufe it had not 
that fharp, comprefied elaftic tone I annex to the idea of an 
explofion) which burft out inftantancoully, fomewhat below the 
zenith, to the weft; and, as I conjectured from the direction 
in which the found was heard, feemed to ruth through the air 
toward the eaft with great velocity, and to meet with confider- 
able refiftance to its motion ; for it made a whizzing noife as 
it pafled over us. At the inftant the blaft burft out, ic was ac- 
companied with a very loud, deep-toned, hollow, fullen found, 
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not altogether unlike a deep groan. We were all amazed at 
this hideous noife; fome thought the window of the great 
room (that in the centre tower over the hall) had fallen in: 
Every one of us thought fome bad accident muft have hap- 
pened to fome part of the building. ‘ 

* While we were all forming our various conjeCtures, I, who 
fat clofe to the wall, (a north wall) leaning with my arm and 
fhoulder on the furbafe, felt myfelf fhoved from it, and my 
chair fhaken under me, with a very quick tremulous motion. 
All the company (eight or ten) felt the fame fenfation from the 
fhock ; which was {o forcible, that fome thought I had fallen 
from my chair on the floor, and had occafioned the concuffion 
they felt; whenthey faw this was not the cafe, they then ima 
gined the fervants in the dining room below us, in removing the 
tables, had thrown down one of them. 

s° When I felt the wall thake, I had no doubt it was an earth- 
quake, and I told the company fo ; but that it was now over, 
and we were ail fafe, and had no reafon to be farther alarmed. 
I had fcarcely uttered thefe words, when we were fhaken again. 
This fecond fhock was more undulatory than the firft ; at this 
time 1 was ftanding, and fele myfelf lifted up a little, as the 
fhock pafted along. We were all now under great appre- 
henlions, left other and more violent fhocks might fucceed 
thofe we had already felt ; but after a few minutes had elapfed, 
without our perceiving any thing more, our alarm fubfided. 

“ Such of the company as had withdrawn returned to us, to 
inquire what could be the caufe of the ftrange noife, and the 
fhocks which fucceeded it; not being yet aware that it was an 
earthquake. I have already mentioned the time the blaft was 
heard ; the firft fhock of the earthquake came on, as near 2s 
I can guefs, about a minute after it; and the fecond fhock fuc- 
ceeded the firft at the interval of twenty feconds, I went 
down to the fleward’s room, and fervants’ hall, to enquire what 
was felt of the earthquake, and whether they faw any light at 
the time they heard the blaft. They faid they faw no light 
whatever, but that the fhock caufed the glafles to dance upon 
the table, in fuch a manner that they imagined fomebody was 
crumming under the table with their knees. 

“‘ I then went into the garden, to look at the fky ; it con< 
tinued much as it was at eight o’clock, dark and gloomy with- 
Out any particular appearance ; the air was quite calm, and 
mild. When got up in the morning, I was furprifed to fee 
the country covered with fnow; the trees in the park were 
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loaded with it; I believe no morning in the laft winter could 
have prefented more appearance of extreme fevere weather. 

«¢ My man flept at Nottingham ; at the houfe where he was, 
the earthquake was fo violent as to caufe the chamber bells to 
ring. Ienquired of two foldiers belonging to the barracks, 
fituate on the high ground in the park near that town, what 
was felt of the earthquake there. They told me the fhocks 
were very ftrong, fo much fo asto alarm them greatly, and to 
fhake the plates off the fhelves. I farther inquired whether 
any blaze of light, or ball of fire, was feen when they firft 
heard the blaft, or during the fhocks of the earthquake. They 
faid, that no light was {een at cither of thefe periods, nor did 
the centinel on guard perceive any fingular appearance what- 
ever. 

“© Here, in the vale of Belvoir, moft people were in bed, 
and were awakened by the fhocks, which they defcribe to me, 
as raifing up the bed, and then fhaking it; fo that at firit they 
thought fomebody haa hid themfelves under the bed, and was 
playing tricks to frighten them; but, when they heard the 
doors rattle violently, the plates on the fhelves move, glafs, 
china, &c. jar together, they were aware that the caufe of all 
this was an earthquake. Very few were awakened by the 
blaft, and none I have converfed with faw any meteor, or other 
appearance of light. 

“ The fhock was fo ftronz at Colfton Baffet (two miles 
from Langar) as to fhake a {mall dog off the bed on which it 
flept. Bricks, fuch as were moft likely ready to fall by the 
firft gut of wind, were fhaken off the chimnies. Some {mall 
part of the bank of the canal near Redmile was thrown back 
again into the canal; which is fuppofed to have been done by 
the earthquake, the bank having been in an uninjured ftate the 
preceding evening. Concerning the direction of the thocks, 
people here do not accord ; this is not to be wondered at, as 
moitof them were awakened out of their fleep, and could not 
collect their thoughts together foon enough to alcertain this 
circumftance. In general, thofe who were awake, previous to 
the fhocks, feem confident they came from the north-eaft, but 
many think they came from the fouth, The firft thock felt to 
me fo tremulous that [ could not form any judgment concer- 
ning its dire@tion 5 my chair was thaken with akind of verti- 
ginous motion. ‘The fecond fhock feemed to come from the 
north, perhaps a few points to the weft of it. 

“© When I heard the blaft burft out, and ruth on, with a 
whizzing noife, through the air, I immediately concluded that 
K 2 fome 





omens 


a 


= een SE 









































64 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


fome ele&tric meteor (which, I fuppofed, took fire at that time) 
was the caufe which produced that alarming difmal found 
which we heard; and that the concuffion in the atmofphere, 
being communicated to the earth, had fhaken it with fuch for- 
cible agitations as to caufe the fhocks of the earthquake. The 
clouds on the preceding evening, being to all appearance very 
highly charged with electric fire, confirmed me in this opinion ; 
yet, as far as I can afcertain, and [ have diligently inquired of 


various perfons who were out, and in fituations where they had , 


a confiderable extent of view, no meteor, nor light whatever, 
was feen hereabout at any time that night. Thofe in bed (as 
I have already related) felt themfelves lifted up, and fhaken 
From this circumftance, one is led to imagine the caufe of the 
earthquake to have been within the earth; yet, all the circum- 
ftances confidered, I incline to think fome violent concuffion 
in the air occationed it. The blaft (whatever was the caufe 
of it) was undoubtedly in the air, The very heavy fall of 
fnow during the night feems a fingular circumftance; it might 
be accidental, yet I feel a bias to think it fo far conneéted with 
the caufe of the earthquake, as to have been the refult of a 
fudden and extraordinary change in the atmofphere, brought 
about by fome eleétric agency; and that it was a collateral 
effect of the caufe (be that caufe what it may) which occafioned 
the earthquake. 

“ I have been, fince the earthquake, on the eaftern fide of 
Derbythire ; it was felt there very {martly. I remark that moft 
places in high fituations were fhaken with more violence than 
thofe in flat countries; for inftance, in Derbythire ; at the 
barracks near Nottingham; and in the villages which, in the 
fouth dire&tion, bound this vale.” 


(16 be continued.) 


in ANECDOT E, 
t. following incident may ferve both as a proof and 


illuftration of the wit, politenefs, and generofity of the 
Normans in the middle ages. When Robert, Duke of Nor- 
mandy, father of William the Conqueror, was at Conftantino- 
ple, in his way to the Holy Land, he lived in uncommon {plen- 
dour, and was celebrated for his wit, affability, liberality, and 
other virtues. Of thefe, many examples were related to the 
Greek Emperor, who refolved to put the reality of them to a 
trial, With this view he invited the Duke and all his nobles 
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toa feaft, in the hall of the [m; peria il palace ; br nt ~ took care 


to have all the tables and feats filled with guefts before the are 
rival of the Normans, of whom he commanded that no notice 
fhou!d be taken. When the Duke, followed by his nobles, 


entered the hall, obferving that all the {cats were filled with 
guefts, and that none of them returned his civilities, or offered 
him any accommodation, he walked, without the leaft appear- 
ance of furprife, to an empty {pace at one end of tne room, 
took off his cloak; — ‘ very sera laid it upon the 


his Sibiu In this pel they dined off fuch dithes S as 
were fet before them, with every appearance of the molt perieé 
fatisfaction with their entertainment. When the feait was 
ended, the Duke and his nobles arofe, took leave of the com- 
pany, and walked out of the hall in their doublets, leaving their 
cloaks, which were of great value, behiud ra on the floor. 
The Emperor, who had admired their whole behaviour, was 
quite furprifed at this laft part of it, and fent one of his coure 
tiers to entreat the Duke and his foliowers to put on their 
cloaks. ‘ Go,” faid the Duke, * and tell your mafter, that 
it is not the cuftom of the Normans to carry about with the: 
the feats which they ufe ut an entertainwent.””—Could any 
thing be more delicate than this refulal ; or more noble and 
polite than this deportment ? 





Having in our Jait volume, vide page 409, given a copy of 
General Wafthington’s excellent farewell addrefs to the 
people of the United States of America, on his refignation 
of the office of Prefident, we think the following article, 
written by the fame valuable pen, from the importance of 
its contents, and the beauty of its fentiments, will be equall; 
acceptable to our readers. 


Addre/s of General Wafhingior to both fes of | Con- 
Eres, delivered Decemer 7, 1796, in the Rep» efenta 
tive Chamber of the United States of America. 


FeLttow-Citizens of the SENATE, and of the House 
of REPRESENTATIVES 

N recurring to the internal fication of our country, fince 

Thad laft the pleafure to addrets you, I find ampl« reafon for 


arenewed expreflion of that gra titude to the Ruler of the 
Univerle, 
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Univerfe, which a continued feries of profperity has fo often 
and fo juftly called forth. 

The aéts of the laft feflion, which required {pecial arrange 
ments, have been, as far as circumftances would admit, carried 
into operation. 

Meatures calculated to enfure a continuance of the friend- 
fhip of the Indians, and to preferve peace along the extent of 
our interior frontier, have been digefted and adopted. In the 
framing of thefe, care has been taken to guard on the one 
hand, our advanced fettlements from the predatory incurfions 
of thofe unruly individuals, who cannot be reltrained by their 
tribes; and on the other hand, to protec the rights fecured to 
the Indians by treaty; to draw them nearer to the civilized 
ftate, and infpire them with corre conceptions of the power 
as well as juftice of the government. 

The meeting of ‘the deputies from the Creek nation at 
Oolerain, in the State of Georgia, which had for a principal 
obje&t the purchafe of a parcel of their land by that ftate, 
broke up without its being accomplifhed ; the nation having, 
previous to their departure, inftructed them againft making 
any fale; the occafion, however, has been improved, to con- 
firm by a new treaty with the Creeks, their pre-exifting en= 
gagements with the United States, and to obtain their confent 
to the eftablifhiment of trading houfes and military pofts within 
their boundary, by means of which their friendfhip and the 
general peace may be more effetually fecured. 

The period during the late feflion, at which the appropriation 
was pafled, for carrying into effect the treaty of amity, com- 
merce, and navigation, between the United States and his Bri- 
tannic Majefty, neceflarily procraftinated the reception of the 
poits ftipulated to be delivered beyond the date affigned for 
that event. As foon, however, as the Governor-General of 
Canada could be addreffed with propricty on the fubject, ar- 
rangements were cordially and promptly concluded for their 
evacuation, and the United States took poffeffion of the prin- 
cipal of them, comprehending Olwego, Niagara, Detroit, 
Michalimakinac, aid Fort Miami, where fuch repairs and ad- 
ditions have been ordered to be made as appeared indifpenfable. 

The Commiffioners appointed on the part of the United 
States and of Great Britain, to determine which is the river 
St. Croix, mentioned in the treaty of peace of 1783, agreed 
in the choice of Egbert Benfon, Efg, of New York, for the 
Third Commiffioner. The whole met at St. Andrews, in Pal- 
famaquoddy Bay, in the beginning af Otober, and dire&ed 
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furveys to be made of the rivers in difpute ; but deeming it 
impra@iicable to have thefe furveys completed before the next 
year, they adjourned to meet at Bofton in Auguft 1797, for 
the final decifion of the queftion. 

Other Commiffioners appointed on the part of the United 
States, agreeable to the feventh article of the treaty with Great 
Britain, relative to captures and condemnation of veflels and 
other procerty, met the Commiffioners of his Britannic Mae 
jefty in London, in Auguft laft, whea Johan Trumbull, Efq. 
was chofen by lot forthe Fifth Commiffioner, In O&ober fol- 
lowing the board were to proceed to bufinefs. As yet there 
has been no communication of Commidioners on the part of 
Great Britain, to unite with thofe who have been appointed 
on the part of the United States, for carrying into effect the 
fixth article of the treaty. 

The treaty with Spain required that the Commiffioners for 
running the boundary line between the territory of the United 
States and his Catholic Majefty’s provinces of Eaft and Weft 
Florida, fhould meet at the Natches, before the expiration of 
fix months after the exchange of the ratifcations, which was 
effe&ted at Aranjuez on the 25th day of April, and the troops 
of his Catholic Majefty occupying any pofts within the limits 
of the United States, were within the fame period to be with 
drawn. The Commiffioner of the United States, therefore, 
commenced his journey for the Natches in September, and 
troops were ordered to occupy the pofts from which the Spae 
nifh garrifon fhould be withdrawn. Information has been re 
cently received of the appointment of a Commiilioner on the 
part of bis Catholic Majefty for running the boundary line, 
but none of any appointment for the adjuitment of the claims 
of our citizens, whofe veilels were captured by the armed vels 
iels of Spain. 

In purtuance of the act of Congrefs, paffed in the laft fef- 
fion, for the protection and relief of American feamen, agents 
were appointed, one to refide in Great Britain, and the other 
inthe Weft Indies. The effe&s of the agency in the Weft 
Indies are not yet fully afcertained; but thofe which have been 
communicated afford grounds to believe the meafure will be 
beneficial, ‘The agent deftined to refide in Great Britain de~ 
clining to accept the appointment, the bufinefs has confequently 
devolved on the Minifter of the United States in London; 
and will command his attention, until a new agent fhall be 
appointed, 

After 
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After many delays and difappointments arifing out of the 
European war, the final arrangements for fulfilling the engages 
ments made to the Dey and regency of Algers, will, in all 
pref ent appearance, be crowned with fuccefs ; but under great, 
though inevitab le difadvantages, in the pecuniary tranfactions, 
occafioned by that war ; which will render a further provifion 
necetlary. The aétual liberation of all our citizens who were 
prifoners in Algiers, while it gratifies every feeling heart, is 
itlelf an earneft of a fatisfaQory termination of the whole 
negociation, 

Meafures are in operation for effecting treaties with the re- 
gencies of Tunis and Tripoli. 

To an active external commerce, the protetion of a naval 
force isindifpenfable. ‘This is manifeft with regard to wars, 
in which a flate is itfelf a party; but befides this, it is in our 
own experience, that the moft fincere neutrality is nota fuf- 
ficient guard againft the depredations of nations at war. To 
fecure refpect toa neutral flag, requires a naval foree, organized 
and ready to vindicate it from infult or aggreflion, This may 
even prevent the neceflity of going to war, by difcouraging 
belligerent powers from committing fuch violations of the 
right of the neutral party, as may, firit or Jaft, leave no other 
option. From the beft information I have been able to obtain, 
it would feem as if our trade to the Mediterranean, without a 
protecting force, will always be infecure ; and our citizens 
expofed to the calamities from which numbers of them have 
but jutt been relieved. Thefe confiderations invite the United 
States to look to the means, and to fet about the gradual crea- 
tion of a navy. The increafing progrefs of their navigation 
promiies them, at no diftant period, the requifite fupply of fea- 
men; and their means in other refpecis, favour the under- 
taking. It isan encouragement likewife, that their particular 
fituation will give weight and influence to a moderate naval 
force in their hands. Will it not then be advifable to begin 
without delay, to provide, and lay up the materials for the 
building and equipping of fhips of war; and to proceed in the 
work by degrees, in proportion as our refources fhall render it 
practicable, without inconvenience; fo that a future war of 
Europe may not find our commerce in the fame unprotected 
ftate in which it was found by the prefent? 

Congrefs have repeatedly, and not without fuccefs, directed 
their attention to the encouragement of manufactures, ‘The 
object is of too much confequence, not to infure a continuance 
of their efforts in every way which fhall appear eligible. As 
9 a general 
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a general rule, manufafures on public account are inexpes 
dient. But where the ftate of things in a country leaves little 
hope that certain branches of manufacture will for a great 
length of time obtains when thefe are of a nature effential to 
the furnifhing and equipping of the public force in the time 
of war, are not eftablifhments for procuring them on public 
account to the extent of the ordinary demand for the public 
fervice, recommended by ftrong confiderations of national 
policy, as an exception to the general rule ?—Ought our 
country to remain, in fuch cafes, dependent on foreign fupply, 
precarious, becaufe liable to be interrupted ? If the neceflary 
articles fhould in this mode coft more in time of peace, will 
not the fecurity and independence, thence arifing, form an 
ample compenfation ? Eftablifhments of this fort, commenfu- 
rate only with the calls of the public fervice in the time of 
peace, will, in time of war, eafily be extended in proportion 
to the exigencies of the government, and may even perhaps be 
made to yield a furplus, for the fupply of our citizens at large 5 
fo as to mitigate the privateers from the interruption of their 
trade. If adopted, the plan ought to exclude all thofe branches 
which are already, or likely foon to be eftablifhed in the coun- 
try, in order that there may be no danger of interference with 
purfuits of individual induftry. 


(To be continued.) 





On the USEFULNESS of CAST IRON. 
N° one of the great materials of which ufe is made either 


in manufactures or in building, has undergone fuch great 
improvements of late, as caft iron, 

Thirty years ago, this now elegant, and very generally ufeful 
metal, was only fit for fome rude machine, or to be put at the 
back of a grate. 

At this time there is fcarcely any material whatever that is 
in fuch univerfal efteem, or that is more juftly admired, or 
more unufually employed, than caft iron, 

Two great improvements have been made. The one is, to 
make the metal more malleable, pure, and tractable ; the other 
is to mould it fo as to come forth from the fand in a more 
{mooth and elegant form. Except where ftrength is required, 
caft iron is preferable in many thingsto bar iron. It is cheaper 
in the firft place; it is capable of taking many forms which 
cannot at any price be given to wrought iron; and ftill more 
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is it capable of being applied where wrought iron cannot be 
employed at all, Cannons now bored out of the folid, are 
little inferior to brafs ordnance, being tough and ftrong; even 
finall nails are caft, and have been for thefe number of years ; 
hinges for doors, fauce-pans, and almoft all the utenfils of the 
kitchen, are made in greater perfeCtion than they ever were 
before ; and there is not the {malleft doubt but that a material 
of fuch univerfal ufe, and fo generally approved, will, in moft 
cafes, obtain the preference over forged iron, in which, to fay 
the truth, no improvements have of late been made. On the 
contrary, while the art of reducing to bars remains what it 
was, the art of reducing thofe bars into form, does not by any 
means improve ; and indeed it is true, that though we outtftrip 
every nation in Europe for caft iron works, it is very poffible 
that every nation may foon outftrip us in the art of common 
fmith-work, This however would be a great pity, and if care 
is not taken to prevent that, it is more than probable we fhall 
lament, when too late, that we have loft that art as we have 
done that of mafonry in ftone, on account of our great pro- 
ficiency in the art of building with brick. 





INTERESTING TRIAL. 
COURT of KING’s BENCH. 


i the laft fittings came on the caufe Davis v, Lewis, on an 
action of flander, The plaintiff was by trade a taylor, 
and the defendant faid to him “ I heard you were run away.” 
And again, “ A perfon has been here to tell me you were 
runaway.” The defendant, as a juftification, pleaded, that 
one David Morris was the author of thefe words, and that it 
was lawful for him to repeat them. 

The queftion for the decifion of the Court was, whether 
this was a fufficicnt juftification in point of law, to deliver the 

efendant from the confequences of this action ? 

Jn the part of the plaintiff the following cafes were prin« 
cipally infifted upon to prove that this was not a legal juftifi- 
cation: 12 Rep. 133 and 134.3 Bull. 225, and Sayer 206. 
[t was contended on the authority of thefe cafes, that the de- 
fendant ought to have mentioned the name of Morris as his 
author, when he firft uttered the flander ; and as he had not 
done fo, he had made binsfelf liable to all the confequences of 
that report. 
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The defendant’s Counfel endeavoured to fhew that thefe 
authorities did not apply to the prefent cafe. 

Lord Kenyon was clearly of opinion, on the authority of 
12 Coke 134, as well as from the reafon of the cafe, that if a 
party faid one had told him any thing flanderous of another, 
and did not at the fame time deliver up the name of that 
perfon, the words were actionable againit him. It was not 
fufficient for the defendant in his plea to difclofe the name of 
the perfon from whom he had heard the feandal, after the plain- 
tiff had incurred a confiderable expences It was then too 
late for the defendant to fay, “ You have brought an action 
againft the wrong perfon ; I was not the author of the fcan- 
dal, but David Morris.” He ought to have told the plaintiff 
at firft, that Morris was his author, that the plaintiff might 
have brought an action againft him for the reparation of the 
injury he had fuftained ; and as he had not, there muft be judg- 
ment for the plaintiff. 

The rett of the Court were of the fame opinion. Judg= 
ment for the plaintiff. 





Account of the magnificent Fete given by Welliam Beck- 
ford, Efq. at his Seat at Fonthill, in Wiltfhire, on the 
6th of Fanuary, 1797. 


gon gr of the firft artifts in the kingdom, (whofe ta- 
lents in their different branches have been engaged for the 
plans and ornaments of an abbey, anoble fpecimen of Gothic 
architecture, now erecting at Fonthill) being there to pafs the 
Chriftmas holidays, Mr. Beckford chofe this occafion to give 
an entertainment to the numerous body of daily workmen who 
have been, and will long be, employed on this edifice, or on 
the grounds and plantations where it is fituated. 

On Twelfth Day, the feaft was given without doors ; but 
fo far was it from being confined to tie workmen, who amount 
to three hundred, that the poor in general of the two Fonthills, 
of the town of Hindon, and many other poor perfons of the 
neighbourhood, altogether near one thoufand, received tickets 
to partake of it, and bread and ftrong beer were provided for 
ten thoufand of the multitude of ftrangers, who were admitted 
into the park as {pectators of the entertainment. The dinner 
to the perfons invited confiited of an ox and ten fheep, roafted 
whole. A very large (quare tent or booth, coved in the roof 
and covered with canvals, baving {even Jong parallel tables, 
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each receiving a hundred perfons, was ereed on the lawn, bee 
fore the north front of the houfe, for the purpofe of the dinner. 
At a proper diftance, on one fide of this capacious booth, a 
confiderable length of brick wall, to fupport the neceflary iron 
ranges, was reared for the occafion: Eleven great fires which 
fupplied them, partly for the purpofe of roafting the meat, and 
partly that of warming tne air, may be imagined to have had a 
ftriking effe&t in the coup d'oeil. On the oppofite fide of the 
booth, and in front of the houfe, a portion of ground was fenced 
out, within which was pitched a Turkifh tent for the re- 
ceptionof Mr. Beckford, and alarge company of ladies and 
gentlexen. Jn the area, between this and the dinner tent, 
two bonfires were lighted, and at due diftances from each, 
were placed two femicircular tables to receive a number of 
children at dinner, chiefly belonging to the perfons feated in the 
grand booth. Betwixt the bonfires fufficient {pace was left for 
the exhibition of feveral of the rural fports, with which the 
company were entertained, both before and after dinner. 
Prizes were given to the beft wreftlers, runners, players at 
fingle (tick, and thofe who excelled in various other perfore 
mances. The game of foot-ball on an open part of the lawn, 
betwixt the fcene already defcribed and the lake, afforded ad- 
mirable diverfion, This engaged not only the two parties con- 
cerned in the match, but put ten thoufand fpeétators, chicfly 
confifting of the peafantry of both fexes, in motion, all in 
high glee, at the different turns of the game, and yet without 
riot, or any other diforder thana lively and continual change of 
place. This diverfion, to thofe who beheld it from high 
ground at fome diftance, (taking in the occafional fcenery, 
combined with the views of the houf:, its furrounding hills, 
woods, and water) formed a fpedtacle altogether fingularly in- 
terefting and curious.—T he bonfires, and all the other fires, 
which remained burning the whole night, with their flames 
and long-wreathed columns of different coloured {moke rifing 
among the lofty firs and unleaved oaks in the neighbourhood of 
the tent, {till crouded by a fhouting multitude, dimly feen dan- 
cing round them, difplayed tothe {pe€tators in the houfe an ef 
fect equally picturefque and uncommon. 

Many gentlemen of Salifbury having fignified their inten- 
tion to pay their refpects to Mr. Beckford on this occafion, the 
Mayor, feveral of the corporation, &e proceeded together to 
Fonthill-houfe, where they were received at the grand en- 
trance, and were joined in the moft handfome manner by many 
gentlemen of thecounty. They were met by Mr. Beckford, 
who 
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who expreffed his great fatisfaQion at their prefence. At five 
o’clock a dinner in the old ftile of baronial hofpitatity, was 
ferved in the Grecian-hall, which, with the colonades and 
pafiages leading to it, was beautifully illuminated. The din- 
ner, truly Englith, was ferved wholly on plate: On the fide- 
board a piece of roaft beef, ** the pride of Britons,” placed 
there by the afliftance of four men, fhone moft con{picuoufly. 
The defert was beautifully grand; punch (the Britifh Ne<tar) 
of the beft ingredients, and moft happily blended, flowed plen- 
tifully, three capacious bowls containing ten gallons each, firft 
gracing the table ; ard the wines were excellent; but above 
all, the true hofpitality and polite attention fhewn by Mr. 
Beckford to his numerous guefts, made it a day to be remem- 
bered with the greateft pleafure. 

A chofen band of vocal andinftrumental mufic entertained 
the company during the whole evening, and the greateft good 
bumnour and hilarity prevailed beyond the earlieft hours of the 
morning. —The collection of fongs, catches, and glees, pre« 
pared oy Mr. Corfe, (elegantly printed copies of which were 
diftributed to the whole company) was judicioufly made, and 
the execution of them did equal credit to his tafte, and to that 
of the Salifbury Choir. The effect of fome of the choruffes, 
particularly that of ** God iave the King,” accompanied as 
they were by the organ, and the tull band of military inftra- 
ments, and thefe joined by hundreds of voices in the hall and 
in the apartments contiguous, with thofe of perfons wha filled 
the colonades and furrounded the houfe, was inconceivably 
grand, and excited in the minds of many of the company, a 
lively recollection of the firft performances in Wefiminfter 
Abbey. 

The fubfequent toafts and fentiments, among many others, 
were given, and followed by mufic, or by repeated cheers: — 

1. The King—“ Ged fave the King.” 

2. The Queen and Princeiles. 

3. The Prince of Wales. 

4. The Duke of York and the Britifh army. 

5+ Thenavy of England—* Rule Britannia.” 

6. The Mayor of Salifbury gave—Mr. Beckford, and may 
his noble benevolence be as generally known and imitated 
by the world, as itis cordially felt by thoufands this day at 
Fonthil) ! 

7. Mr. Beckford then gave— The Mayor, Corporation, and 
city of Salifbury. 

8. Mr. Still gave—The county of Wilts, 


9. The 
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g- The Archduke, and his army of heroes. 

10. The Prince of Brazil, and the caufe of the allies. 

11. The people of England, and may they never forget the 
value of order and good government ! 

12. Mr. Weft—Profperity to Fonthill and the fine arts ! 

13. Mr. Wyatt—May the great works at Fonthill be fuc- 
cefstully accomplifhed, and long enjoyed, by their prefent 
owne: ! 

14. Mr. Beckford—Chriftmas, Twelfth Day, old times, 
and old names for ever 3 and may the ears of John Bull never 
be infulted by the gipfey jargon of France ! 

This fentiment was received with that burft of applaufe, 
which clearly evinced that a more loyal, or more happy com- 
pany, were never aflembled on any occafion, 

Mr. Beckford’s tradefmen, tenants, and feveral other par- 
ties, alfo dined in different apartments of the houfe ; and the 
whole number entertained within doors, including his family, 
amounted at leait to four hundred perfons. 

This noble entertainment (not to notice thofe which com- 
menced with Chriftmas) was characterized by that good order, 
piclurefque arrangement, hofpitality, and magnificence, which 
have, on feveral occafions, been witnefled at Fonthill. 

The joy, gratitude, and contentment, expreffed by repeated 
acclamations from tuch a multitude of the pealantry as appeared 
upon the lawa, their neat appearance, and, above all, their or- 
derly conduct throughout the day, were circumftances, in thefe 
times, highly to their credit, and ferve to fhow the vaft in- 
fluence which gentlemen of fortune and beneficent difpofitions, 
refiding on their eftates in the country, can ftill maintain, in 
oppoficion to the effets of more modern habits and tafhionable 
life, which, totally eftranging the higher from the lower ranks 
of fociety, tend to increafe the hardfhips and difcontents of 
the latter, and, in their confequences, to produce that levelling 
and confufion of all orders, which the higher ranks are fo pe- 
culiarly interefted by their beft exertions to avert. May all 
who have the means ufe them, and exert their influence in 
keeping England an united, free, and happy country j 

We cannot clofe this account without mentioning, what we 
have aa on good authority, that the Chriftmas fettivities of 
Fonthill, which appear to have been conducted with fuch extra- 
ordinary hofpitality, were begun by acts of the moft fubftantial 
charity, Mre Beckford having ordered two bundred warm blan- 
kets of the manufacture of Salifbury, to be diftributed among 
the poor families of both the Fonthills, with a load of fuel to 
9] each 
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each of them, befides confiderable fums of money to the ine 
digent of his own and other neighbouring parifhes. 





eed 


MEMOIRS of REVEILLIERE LEPAUX, 
4A Member of the French Executive DireGory. 


H* was termed before the revolution La Reveilliere d° 
I’Epaux, and was born at Angers, where he pofleffed 
fome landed property. On his being returned a member of 
the National Aflemtly, he attached himfclf to the Gironde, 
and having been bred to the bar (for he was one of thofe whom 
Mr. Burke withes to ftigmatize under the appellation of vil- 
lage lawyers) he had acquired habits of bufinefs and refearch 
at anearly period of life, and was very ferviceable tohis col- 
leagues. Notwithftanding he voted for the death of the 
King, Reveilliere Lepaux was profcribed by Robefpierre, and 
included in the lift of perfons outlawed. Driven from Paris, 
and forced to wander about from department to department, 
endangering the head of every perfon who gave him an afylum, 
he was, neverthele(s, fortunate enough to furvive the ftorm, 
and was the only one of his party that was elected into the 
Directory. 

To an irreproachable character, he unites a tafte for letters, 
and for fcience, and he is faid to have attained confiderable 
eminence in botanical purfuits. After the conteft with the 
feRions, the heads of the victorious party wifhed to adjourn 
the conftitution, under the ufual pretext of ftate neceflity, but 
he oppofed tiis fatal plan with a manly firmnefs, and even 
threatened to denounce the authors of thofe crimes which, in 
La Vendee, and other parts of the commonwealth, had fullied 
the name of arepublican, and broughtan odium on liberty. 

The health of Reveilliere is precarious; this circum tance 
is, indeed, evideat from his countenance, which exhibits a 
fickly hue; and it is faid by his friends, that as be was pre= 
vailed upon by the critical fituation of public affairs alone 
to encounter the fatigues of office, fo he pants for peace, in 
order to enjoy domeftic tranquillity and rural retirement, 
amidit his plants and his books. 





BRISTOL CLERGY ADDRESS. 


HE clergy of Briftol and its vicinity, deeply impreffed 
with an awful zpprehenfion of the dangers to which this 
kingdom 
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kingdom is at prefent expofed, find themfelves obliged, in the 
moft forcible manner, to exhort their refpective parifhioners 
to concur heartily with them in endeavouring to ftem that 
torrent of profanenefs and irreligion, which fo vifibly threatens 
us with ruin and deftruction. 

To this purpofe, we call on you to affift us, in vour various 
ftations, families, relationfhips, and connetions—to be jeaious 
of the honour of God, on whom our all depends ;—to check 
the beginnings of vice in young people, and the progrefs of it 
in thofe who are more advanced ;—to enforce the ftri&t obfer~ 
vance of the Sabbath, and the conftant attendance on public 
worfhip, not only by precept and example, but with all the au- 
thority you have, or may be legally invefted with. 

With all due refpe&, we entreat the magiftrates to execute 
the laws, zealoufly and confcientioufly, againft every fpecies of 
profanenefs, vice, and immorality: And we importunately 
folicit the concurrence of thofe officers who have the com- 
mand over the foldiers and failors fent hither for our fafety and 
protection, that they fuffer them not to increafe our danger by 
their impious oaths and horrible execrations ; thatthey admo- 
nifh them not to fay or do any thing to forfeit the favour-of that 
Supreme Commander, without whofe guardianfhip the watch- 
man waketh but in vain, in the city cr inthe camp; and to 
whofe mercy alone every one expofed to the affault of an 
enemy mutt look for a covering for his head in the day of battle. 

We aim not to ufurp any dominion over your Chriftian 
faith, or Chriftian practice ; but mean only to be your helpers 
in averting the evil, and promoting the public good. 

If we are more urgent than ufual, confider candidly the ne- 
ceflity laid upon us: Do not the times require it at our hands ? 
—lIs there not a caufe ? 

We fhall not fail to pray for the fuccefs of this our labour 
of love: But whatever effeét it may produce, we have this 
ftrong confolation from the mouth of God, infinitely fuperior 
to any, human favour or refentment—* If thou warn the 
wicked of his way, to turn from it, if he do not turn from his 
way, he fhall die in his iniquity; but thou haft delivered thy 
fou).” 

Weare glad of this opportunity to return our beft thanks to 
our brethren at Manchefter and Salford, for their very pious 
and judicious addrefs [vide page 481 of our laft voluaic] on 
the fame interefting tubject, and to falute them cordially in 
David’s language, ‘The Lord profper you, we with you 
good luck in the name of the Lord.” 

January 2y1797~ 6 Short 
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Short Charaéters of Mr. Fox and Mr. Putt, by the late 
Edward Gibbon, Efq. 


N his tour of Swifferland (September, 1788), Mr. Fox 

gave me two days of free and private fociety. He fzemed 
to feel, and even to envy, the happinels of my fituation; while 
I admired the powers of a fuperior man,as they are blended in 
his attractive character with the foftnefs and fimplicity of a 
child, Perhaps no human being was ever more perfectly 
exempt from the leaft taint of malevolence, vanity, or falfe- 
hood. 


OF the public (fays Mr. Gibbon, in a letter addreffed to 
Lord Sheffield, dated March 21, 1785) [have little to fay; I 
never was a warm patriot, and] grow every day a citizen of 
the world. The fcramble for power or profit at Weftminiter 
or St. James’s, and the names of Pitt and Fox, become lefs in- 
terefting to me than thofe of Czfarand Pompey. You are 
not a friend of the young minifter, but he is a great favourite 
on the continent, as he appears to be ftill; and you muft own 
that the fairnefs of his character, his elequence, his application 
to bufinefs, and even his youth, muft prepoflefs at leait the ig- 
norant in his favour. Of the merits or defects of his admini- 
ftration I cannot pretend to {peak; but I fiad, from the com= 
plaints of fome interefted perfons, that his reftraints on the 
imuggling of tea have already ruined the Eaft India companies 
of Antwerp and Sweden, and that even the Dutch will {carcely 
find it wortn while to fend any fhips to China, 


Anfwer, by T, Greenflade, of Chard Academy, to T. Whicker’s 
Charade, inferted October 10. 


7 


y LOOD-HOUND's the dreadful beaft you mean, 
As in your charade may be feen. 


. ie : : pr ‘tyes 
ave received the like anfwer from W. Bickham, 





e}* Weh 
junior, of Afhburton; Joba Gidley, and W. Hoare, of Dean 
Prior; G. Harriton, junior, of Katt Coker; E. Sherman, of 
Cornwood; T.and W. Maddick, of Rattery; W. Hole, of 
Sidmouth; T. Bullock, of St. Columbe; J. Williams, juan. 
of Plymouth ; Noah Coles, jusior, of Crediton; Cédipus, of 
Yeovil; aad P. Gave, of Exon. 
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Anfwer, ly Vand T. Maddick, of Rattery,toT. D.’s Enigma, 
inferted Odlober 17. 


V HEN Sol, fo bright, bids all good night, 
And finks into the weft, 
Oh! then the DEW, ’tis known to you, 
Upon the earth doth reft. 


#,* We have received the likeanfwer from G. Harrifon, 
junior, of. Eaft Coker; W. Hole, of Sidmouth; T. Bullock, 
St. Columbe; J. Gidley, junior, and W. Hoare, of Dean 
Prior; W. Bickham, junior, Afhburton; J. Williams, junior, 
Plymouth; N. Coles, junior, of Crediton; and C&dipus, of 
Yeovil. 





4A CHARADE, by Lgnotus, of Yeovil. 


HE name of a bird, pray firft difclofe, 
My fecond, ye gents. is a fhare 5 
My whole is of fervice to thofe, 
Who to crofs the wide ocean prepare. 


A CHARADE, by P. Gove, of Exeter. 





A= in my firft, the foreft and groves, 
Difplay forth their beauty to fight; 
The fongfters attune their fonnets of love, 

And the fcene fills the mind with delight. 


At fea, when the tempeft fpreads horror around, 
Far different, ye gents. to difplay 

Is th’ fcenc, when the billows and thunders refound, 
And dire lightnings their flafhes difplay. 

Oh! think on the hardthips the failors endure, 
While we dwell at home at our eafe; 

For often my fecond they’d fooner explore 
Than experience fuch perils as thefe. 


Thefoparts, when connected, a place to the view 
lamediately, gents. will arife, 

W/here oft the bold failor a moniter purfues, 
When caught is a valuable prize. 


t POETRY. 
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) LINES #o DAPHNE. 
HAT canthis mean? Ah! tell meif ’tis love, 


Unman’s, unnerves me, that I cannot move ; 
I Alas! my fleep’s deftroy’d, with hopes and fears, 





And ah! I mourn out life, with fighs and tears. 


Where dwells inchantment? Beauteous damfel, fay ; 
—Tis not at court, nor route, nor mafquerades ; 3 
The balls at Ranelagh, nor at the play, 
Where virtue blufhes, and where beauty fades. 


No—at fuch fcenes falfe pleafure holds her {way, 
Whole vot’ries feek an artificial light ; 
Avoiding all th’ approaches of the day, 
To {creen them *mongft the lamps of guilty night; 
The region of inchantment is not there: 
Then tell me, deareft nymph! ah! tell me where? 


Where dwell’sinchantment ? Let my faireft fay ! 
—Ah! now, alas! [ feel her magic power ; 
Oh ! lead me onward, through the “my tlic way— 
She’s dear— Ah! fure the breathes in love’s {weet bow’? Te 


Her fpells, her charms, encircle me around, 
—And now I find her whilft I touch thy hand, 
I’m at her altar.—At thy feet, ‘tis found, 
Ah* forc?refs! How withdraw thy magic wand ! 
My liberty ! I yield to Hymen’s chains, 
Are othersfree? I envy not the fwains. LT 
Literary Club, Taviftock, December 15, 1796. 


For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
A congratulatory Addrefs to a Lady on the Return of her Huf- 
band to England, after an Abfence of three Years and five 
Manths 


OY tomy friend! Bat fir ourthanks are due 
To Heaven, from whence all good, all j joys enfue 3 
Let us, my friend d, in fervent, grateful pray’r, 
Return our thanks tor this releafe from care ; 
Let us that great, that awful power adore, 
Whofe hand has, guarded to his native fhore 








2 nee a Ree 
® SE wo 

































80 





’ n.3 FH , 
moutis LACK, L/éCem 
* 





THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


Our much-lov’d William !—blefs’d with health and joy, 
Preferv’d from all that could his life annoy ; 

Let us.to Heav’n with grateful rev’rence bow 

For allthe bleffiags fhower'd on his brow ! 

And while in that Great Bei ing we co nfide, 

Sweet, fo othing he ope will make our moments glide. 

No more fhall doubts perplex, and fears molett ; 

No more fhall tears and fighs dliturb your retft ; 
William's arrival fheds a heal ling bal m5 


The bofom’s harricz ane beco mes acalm. 
Your Lucy’s gratulations here accept, 
She who could fympath e when you have wept— 





Wi ith you rejoices with a heart fincere, 
‘d to behold you fre “y rom pangs fevere ; 

*n William’s prefen ce, li ke Sol’s cheering rays, 
Exhilarates our minds and gilds our days ; 
Then will his Jane and Lucy anxious wait 
To hear the tale of wonders he'll relate; 

And while the horrors he defcribes of war, 
Rejoic’d we’ll view him free from wound or {car ; 
He’!! tell of places, people, thipwrecks, ftorms, 
Of death in all its various horrid forms ; 

Of brilliant actions Eng ifhmen have done, 

Of towns fubdu’d » ahd battles nobly won; 

Oh! may he ne’er again encounter fire \* 

May iafety, peace, and all he can defire, 

nd him ever !—void d of ev’ry care, 

Ilge me Heav’n in this my ardent pray’r! 
wilhes of my much-lov'd friends fulfil, 

wd the. from danger, and ayert all ill! ! 

nay return this blefs'd, propitious morn,t 
ev’ry blifs that can their hours adorn! 
Way health, all-ci reering health, retain her feat, 
‘There reign triumphant while their bofoms beat! 











vard them fora youth well ipent, 
competence and {weet content! " 


L. B. W. 
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The anniverfary of their wedding tig 











ADDRESS to SLEEP. 


cried, 
Why is thy gift to me alone denied ? 

birds, and cattle, feel thy ba almy rod, 

e drowly mountains wave, and feem to nod: 
e torreuts ceale to chide, the feas to roar, 
And the huth'd waves recline upon the thore : 
The lover rudely thruits thee from his arms, 
And, like Ixion, cl: a{ps imayin’d charm 

Th ce come to me; iet others afk for ‘more, 
Tafk the ii ft influence of thy power: 

Swii ght of ail terreitrial things, 

Oa only touch my eye lids with thy wings ! 











\}\ 


Mz 


nig 
anc 


pe 


be; 
the 
thi 
cir 
er] 
re! 


int 
an 


